Policies & Procedures

Early Education Funding Policy

There is a wide range of funding available to families. Early Years Funding is a government scheme
which offers funded childcare hours with an Ofsted registered provider.

Current Funding available at Alcester Nursery Studio Ltd;

e Universal Funding for 3&4 year olds (15 hours)

e Funding for two year olds (15 hours) if you get extra support

e Funding for working parents for children from 2 years (30 hours)
Stretched offer
We are a term time nursery and the funding is claimed over 38 weeks of the year

e 15 hours of funded childcare over 38 weeks (term time) equates to 570 funded childcare
hours per year.

e 30 hours of funded childcare over 38 weeks (term time) equates to 1,140 funded childcare

hours per year.

e All parents/carers accessing funding will need to complete and sign a parental declaration
form.

2-year old funding

This is an eligibility-based funding for up to 570 hours of free childcare a year effective from the
term following the child’s 2nd birthday. Applications for 2-year-old funding are made via the local
authority, and places can only be allocated once eligibility has been confirmed. Eligibility is
confirmed by the local authority that the provider is based within and then claimed and paid directly
to the nursery.

You will be eligible to claim for 2-year funding if you receive one of the following benefits:
e Income support
e Income-based jobseekers’ allowance
e Income-related employment and support allowance
e Universal credit, and your household income is £15,400 per annum or less after tax
e Child tax credits, and your household income is £16,190 per annum or less before tax
e The guaranteed element of pension credit

e The working tax credit 4-week run (the payment you get when you stop qualifying for
working tax credit)
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2-year-olds can also receive funding if they:
e Are looked after by a local authority

e Have a statement of special educational need (SEND), or an educational, health and care
plan (EHCP)

e Receive DAF (Disability Allowance)

e Have left care under a special guardianship order, child arrangements order or adoption
order

Universal 15 Hours Entitlement:

Regulation for the universal 15 Hours Entitlement funding requires us to validate your child’s age to
confirm eligibility. If your child was born on or between the:

e 1st April and the 31st August he/she will become eligible from 1st September following his/her
third birthday

¢ 1st September and 31st December, he/she will become eligible from 1st January following his/her
third birthday

e 1st January and 31st March, he/she will become eligible from 1St April following his/her third
birthday

You will be asked to provide personal information to verify this information. The setting will require
to see:
¢ A copy of birth certificate or passport of the child.

Extended Early Education Funding (30 hours)

The government only entitles parents/legal guardians who meet the eligibility requirements (e.g.
income requirements) to the extended 30 Hours Entitlement. If you are eligible, you will need to
apply for and obtain a 30 hour code via your childcare service account. We will validate your 30
hours code with the local authority using your child’s date of birth, 30 hours code and the parents/
guardians National Insurance number and dates of births. We will ask for your 30 hours validation
code and national insurance number for both parents when you register. By proving this
information, you are giving us consent to validate your 30 hours code. Parents / guardians are also
required to validate the codes every 3 months via the Gov account.

Funding at the nursery

Your receipt of 30 hours funding Entitlement is subject to our receipt of the government funding
from the local authority. We reserve the right to make changes with immediate effect to this
agreement and/or our offer of funding Entitlement to you. If the local authority does not pay the
government funding to us for any reason or there are changes to the amount of government
funding, we receive.

Setting and Attendance details
Regulation allows your child to attend a maximum of two sites in a single day and if your child
attends more than one setting the funding will be split between the settings. You will be asked
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to provide the following information for the nursery your child attends, nursery name, entitlement
hours attended per day, total number of hours per week and total number of weeks per year (38).
By signing a parental declaration, you are confirming where you use your funded hours. It is your
responsibility to only use the hours you are entitled to. If the LA advise the setting, you are over
claiming your hours; you will receive an immediate charge for the hours used at our hourly rate. If
this is not paid immediately, your place will be withdrawn.

Disability Access Fund Declaration

Three-and four-year old children who receive a child Disability Living Allowance and Free Entitlement
may be eligible for the Disability Access Fund (DAF). Please see https://www.gov.uk/disability-living-
allowance-children/overview. The local authority pays DAF directly to the nursery setting as a fixed

annual rate per eligible child. If applicable, please contact your local nursery for more information.

Privacy notice

To provide 30 hours funded Entitlement to you, regulation requires us to share information related
to your child and his/her care with the relevant local authority and/or the department for Education.
The information shared may include information relation to your child’s gender, age,
attendance/absences, disabilities, or any other information required under regulation.

Additional hours/ costings

Early Years Funding is intended to cover the delivery of childcare provided only. It does not cover the
cost of meals, snacks, consumables, additional services or additional hours.

You may use your child’s funding flexibly across the nursery day. It can be used in our wrap around
care for before school or afterschool.

Tax- Free Childcare

Tax- Free childcare is a UK government initiative designed to help working parents with the cost of
childcare. For every 80p you pay in, the government will top up an extra 20p. This is equivalent of
the tax most people pay per annum.

You can get up to £500 every 3 months (up to £2,000 a year) for each of your children to help with
the costs of childcare.

You will need to set up an online childcare account for your child, visit https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-

childcare to set up an account and for more information. Your eligibility depends on:
e If you are working (employed, self-employed, or both)
e Your income (and your partner’s income, if you have one)
e Your child’s age and circumstances
e Your immigration status
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